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Beholding the Glory of Jesus  
(FROM REVELATION 1-3) 

 
I. THE NEED FOR REVELATION OF JESUS 
 
 A. The primary battlefront in the kingdom is the truth about Jesus. We  
  must know the Jesus of the Bible, not the counterfeit Jesus of American 
  culture. Today “another Jesus” is preached (2 Cor. 11:4). It is a “Jesus 
  after our own image.” Many want a “domesticated Jesus” that they can 
  manage and who makes no demands on our time, money, words, social 
  life, and sexuality (2 Cor. 3:17; 4:3-6). This Jesus is not worth our  
  worship. 

 
  For if he who comes preaches another Jesus whom we have not 
  preached... (2 Cor. 11:4) 
 
 B. Jesus’ first teaching and prophecy about the Church’s foundation,  
  function, and sure victory (Mt. 16:13-19) was centered on the question 
  of how the leaders viewed Him (Mt. 16:15). The Spirit is asking the  
  leaders of the Church the same question today. No question is more  
  important. 
 
  Jesus...asked His disciples, “Who do men say that I, the Son of  
  Man, am?” So they said, “Some say John the Baptist, some  
  Elijah, and others Jeremiah...” He said to them, “But who do you 
  say that I am?” Simon Peter...said, “You are the Christ [the  
  Messiah], the Son of the living God.” Jesus answered..., “Flesh  
  and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father...On this  
  rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not  
  prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the    
  kingdom...whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven,  
  and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” (Mt. 
  16:13-19) 
  
 C. When the Church has a right revelation of Jesus, she will have a right  
  resolution to love, obey, trust and follow Him. The Church becomes  
  weak and ineffective when she has a low view of God. Seeing Jesus  
  rightly will solve a thousand lesser evils in the Church today.  
 
 D. A Church built on truth about Jesus (v. 15): To operate   
  in power (v. 19) and victory (v. 18), the Church must be built on the  
  “rock of truth” about Jesus (v. 18). The “Christ” means “the anointed  
  one” or “the messiah.” There were many dynamic and glorious   
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  implications associated with the Christ, the Messiah, as described in  
  many Old Testament prophecies. 
 
 E. A victorious Church (v. 18): Prevails over the gates, or authority, of 
  hell on this earth. This includes victory over the darkness in the heart  
  and body, and in every sphere of society. 
 
 F. A powerful Church (v. 19): Releases God’s power to “bind” (stop)  
  demonic influence and to “loose” (release) God’s blessing in prayer. 
  
 G. Most believers settle for an elementary view of Jesus, thinking of Him  
  only in terms of One who forgives them and “stamps their passport” so 
  they can go to heaven. They only see One who heals, provides, directs, 
  and blesses circumstances. He is much more. The best-kept secret in  
  the Church is Jesus’ magnificence. 
 
 H. My basic premise is that there is no aspect of God’s grace that more  
  powerfully transforms our emotions or satisfies our heart than when  
  God, the Holy Spirit, reveals God to the human spirit. The most   
  transforming, exhilarating, motivating reality in the kingdom is Jesus  
  Himself! 
 
 I. Paul gave up everything as he saw the magnificence or excellence of  
  Jesus! If we can see what Paul saw about Jesus then we can live like he 
  lived. 
 
  I count all things loss for the excellence [magnificence] of the  
  knowledge of Christ Jesus... (Phil. 3:8) 
 

 J. Look at the connection between Ps. 27:4 and Jn. 17:24-26 
 
  Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with  
  Me where I am, that they may behold My glory which You have  
  given Me…26 And I have declared to them Your name, and will  
  declare it, that the love with which You loved Me may be in  
  them, and I in them. (Jn. 17:24,26) 
 
 
II. DISCOVERING THE MAN BEHIND THE PLAN IN REVELATION 1-3 
 
 A. The book of Revelation is called the revelation of Jesus because, first, 
  it reveals the majesty of His heart and leadership in His plan to   
  transition history to the age to come. 
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  The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him [Jesus] to  
  show His servants—things which must shortly take place. He  
  sent and signified it by His angel to...John... (Rev. 1:1) 
 
 B. Second, it is a book about events that take place in His end-time plan to 
  purify the Church, bring in the harvest, replace all the evil    
  governments, and drive Satan off the planet. God’s purpose in this book 
  is first to reveal the Man behind the plan. Many only see the plan and  
  miss the Man. 
 
 C. Rev. 1-3 is a unique and significant passage. In it Jesus gives us more  
  insight of the revelation of His name and unveiling of His beauty than  
  any other passage in Scripture. This will prepare us for the glory and  
  crisis in the End-Time move of God as seen in the Book of Revelation.  
  We must grow in revelation of these facets of Jesus’ heart and ministry. 
  We do this by studying and praying over these truths as we confess  
  them to God in faith to resist Satan’s attack. 
 
 D. In Revelation 1-3, John reports a visionary experience which highlights 
  30 specific descriptions of Jesus’ personality and ministry. This is the  
  most complete picture of Jesus in the Bible. It describes who He  
  is (how He thinks and feels) and what He does in His end-time plan. If 
  we read Revelation with the right perspective, it inspires us to adore  
  Jesus and trust His leadership. In Revelation 1-3, we see what Jesus  
  wants emphasized most about Himself to prepare the Church for the  
  greatest release of His glory across the nations. Many of the truths that 
  Jesus emphasized about Himself in these chapters are currently being  
  neglected by the Church. 
 
 E. We can identify them from Jesus’ titles, names, appearance, actions,  
  and clothing. Each of these is intentional and together they   
  communicate a clear message about Jesus. For example, the garments 
  that He wore speak of Him as a high priest. His eyes like fire reveal His 
  passion, intensity, and full knowledge of every situation. There are 24  
  descriptions in Revelation 1 plus 18 in Revelation 2-3, totaling 42. Since 
  12 are used in both Revelation 1 and Revelation 2- 3, there are 30  
  distinct descriptions. There are 12 descriptions in Revelation 1 that are 
  not mentioned in Revelation 2-3 and 6 in Revelation 2-3 not mentioned 
  in Revelation 1. 
 
 F. Jesus gave us these insights about Himself to form the way we serve,  
  pray, and prophesy (with a right spirit of boldness, yet with   
  tenderness). They exhilarate us with love, stir our faith, empower us  
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  with courage, and energize us in righteousness. This is the Jesus we  
  must encounter. 
 
  I heard behind me a loud voice, as of a trumpet, saying, “I am  
  the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last,”...Having  
  turned I saw seven golden lampstands, and in the midst of the  
  seven lampstands One like the Son of Man, clothed with a   
  garment down to the feet and girded about the chest with a  
  golden band. His head and hair were white like wool, as white as 
  snow, and His eyes like a flame of fire; His feet were like fine  
  brass, as if refined in a furnace, and His voice as the sound of  
  many waters; He had in His right hand seven stars, out of His  
  mouth went a sharp two-edged sword, and His countenance was 
  like the sun shining in its strength. When I saw Him, I fell at His 
  feet as dead. (Rev. 1:10-17) 
 
III. NAMES & TITLES OF JESUS IN REVELATION 1-3 
 
 A. The title Jesus used most often about Himself was that He was the Son 
  of Man (85 references). This title is from Daniel’s prophecy of the  
  Messiah who would rule all the nations (Dan. 7:14). 
 
  I was watching in the night visions, and behold, One like the Son 
  of Man, coming with the clouds of heaven! He came to the   
  Ancient of Days [the Father] and they brought Him near before  
  Him. Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, 
  that all peoples, nations...should serve Him. His dominion is an  
  everlasting dominion... (Dan. 7:13-14) 
 
 B. By using this title, Jesus emphasized two truths—that He was fully God 
  and fully human. He is the God-man. Only one who is God can draw so 
  near on a heavenly cloud to the Ancient of Days (the Father’s throne).  
  Jesus was saying, “I am fully God yet fully human. I am God and I am  
  also one of you.” Ezekiel often spoke of himself as a son of man or as a 
  weak man made of clay. 
 
 C. Alpha and Omega: Jesus is God; He has the fullness of wisdom and  
  love. The Greek alphabet starts with alpha and ends with omega. The  
  phrase “alpha and omega” indicates completeness, meaning the first  
  and last letters and all the letters in between. As a title for Jesus, it  
  portrays Him as sovereign Lord over everything that takes place   
  throughout the course of history. 
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 D. The First and the Last: Jesus is man; He is the first man to be raised 
  from the dead and will bring all things under His feet, even the very last 
  enemy, death (1 Cor. 15:24-28; Col. 1:15, 18; Rev. 5:12). This is the  
  title Jesus used most in the book of Revelation (Rev. 1:11, 17; 2:8;  
  22:13). He used it in the context of His death and resurrection, calling  
  us to resist fear in martyrdom. 
 
  These things says the First and the Last, who was dead, and  
  came to life...Do not fear any of those things which you are  
  about to suffer...be faithful until death. (Rev. 2:8-10) 
 
  He is...the firstborn over all creation...He is the head of the  
  body...who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in 
  all things He may have the preeminence. (Col. 1:15-18) 
 
  The last enemy that will be destroyed is death. (1 Cor. 15:26) 
 
 E. The Faithful Witness: 
 
 F. The Firstborn from the Dead: 
 
 G. The Ruler over the kings of the earth: 
 
 H. Him who Loved us, Washed us, and Made us kings and priests:  
 
 
III. THE APPEARANCE OF THE SON OF MAN IN REVELATION 
 
 
 A. Jesus’ eyes: His eyes like fire speak of His burning desire of love, His  
  intensity, and His knowledge that penetrates all things as fire   
  penetrates metal. They speak of His ability to see everything, to feel  
  love for us, to impart love to us, and to destroy all that hinders love.  
  God connects His fire to His jealous love (Deut. 4:24). He sees the full  
  truth about us (1 Cor. 4:5). 
 
  His eyes like a flame of fire... (Rev. 1:14) 
 
 B. Jesus’ voice: As a trumpet. He gathers His people, warns of judgment, 
  and announces His return. 10A loud voice, as of a trumpet...15His  
  voice as the sound of many waters... (Rev. 1:10, 15) 
 



HCTOP  Knowing God  6 

Nickjrusso.org 

 C. Jesus’ hair: Jesus’ head and hair are white as wool and snow,   
  indicating the Father’s glory. God’s white garments and hair speak of  
  His eternal existence, purity, and wisdom (Dan. 7:9). 
 
  His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow...  
  (Rev. 1:14) 
 
 D. Jesus’ garments: Jesus is seen as our high priest in being clothed in  
  priestly robes with a golden breastplate, standing in the midst of seven 
  lampstands (representing seven churches v. 20). Jesus, the glorious  
  Son of Man, is also a sympathetic tender high priest who understands  
  us (Heb. 4:15). Jesus as our High Priest made a way for us to live near 
  to God (Heb. 10:19-22). His being in the midst of the lampstands, or  
  churches, (v. 20) assures us of His deep involvement. 
 
  In the midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son of Man,  
  clothed with a garment down to the feet and girded about the  
  chest with a golden band. (Rev. 1:13) 
 
 E. Jesus’ right hand: Jesus holding the seven stars, or His leaders,  
  speaks of His promise to anoint, direct, and protect them. He is tender 
  towards us even when we feel inadequate. 
 
  In His right hand seven stars...20The seven stars are the angels 
  [messengers]... (Rev. 1:16, 20) 
 
 F. Jesus’ feet and sword: A king, He puts all things under His feet and  
  uses His sword to remove all resistance to His rule (Rev. 19:15-16). His 
  Word is compared to a sword (Eph. 6:17). The sword of His mouth  
  includes the command from His mouth to destroy His enemies. 
 
  His feet were like fine brass...16Out of His mouth went a sharp  
  two-edged sword... (Rev. 1:15-16) 
 
 G. Jesus’ countenance: Jesus’ glorious radiance exhilarates the saints  
  and destroys His enemies.  
 
  His countenance was like the sun shining in its strength. (Rev.  
  1:16) 
 
 
 
 
 


