
COMMUNITY PRAYER ROOM  

Schoolofthefirekeeper.org 

 
 Prayer Watch Overview  

 
Mobilizing Corporate Prayer for the Community  

 
I. WHAT IS A PRAYER WATCH? 
 
 A. “Prayer watches” are simply focused prayer meetings (1-2 hrs) in which 
  we come together around the throne of Jesus Christ in worship and  
  intercession (Rev. 5:8; Eph. 6:18). The Lord spoke through Isaiah  
  saying, “I have set watchmen on your walls, O Jerusalem; They shall  
  never hold their peace day or night. You who make mention of the Lord, 
  do not keep silent, and give Him no rest till He establishes and till He  
  makes Jerusalem a praise in the earth” (Isa. 62:6-7). Concerning the  
  end-times, Jesus urged His disciples to watch and pray (Matt. 24; 25;  
  26:41). 

 
B.  These meetings are led by an intercessory worship team, which includes 

 a worship leader, prayer leader, singers, musicians, and ground leaders 
 (intercessors).  

 
 C. This document is intended to express the purpose and nature of our  
  prayer meetings in order to eliminate confusion and create unity among 
  participants. Listed below are some of the values we hold while in the  
  prayer room. 
 
II. PRAYER MEETING VALUES 
 
 A. Jesus-Centered. The chief end of each prayer watch is to exalt Jesus  
  Christ, magnify His worth, and grow closer to His heart and His ways.  
  Before a prayer is ever answered, His unending glory warrants our  
  unceasing praise and adoration. Rather than being merely duty-based  
  or results-oriented, these meetings are become an end in and of   
  themselves because Jesus is worthy (Mal. 1:11; Ps. 145:2-3).  
 
 B. Worship with Prayer. In order to help us keep these meetings Jesus-
  Centered, they are usually led by a worship team whose first objective  
  is to minister to the Lord. God literally has a throne in heaven around  
  which there is continuous night and day worship and prayer (Isaiah 6,  
  Rev. 4-5:8). Moses and David both had a revelation of this Heavenly  
  Tabernacle and the worship therein because they sought to recreate it  
  here on earth as the Lord instructed them (Exodus 25:8-9, 1 Chron.  
  28:19). Jesus said “In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in  
  heaven, hallowed be your name” (Matt. 6:9). He showed us that   
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  prayer begins with setting our gaze on our “Father in heaven” who is a 
  real person in a real place. Worship puts God in His rightful place and  
  gives us right perspective as we pray. Prayer without worship will  
  become dull and boring because the focus is usually on us and not our  
  Father. When we agree with who God is in worship, then our faith  
  expands to agree with what He promises to do in intercession. Jesus  
  teaches us this as He then continues to pray, “Your kingdom come.  
  Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven” (Matt 6:10).  
 
 C. Focused Prayer. During our prayer watches, we always want to be led 
  by the Spirit toward a clear objective. Our goal is to partner with the  
  Lord and align ourselves with His heart as we wait on Him. As we  
  “watch” in prayer, the prayer leaders will ask the Lord to highlight an  
  area of focus by giving them a prophetic burden for specific people,  
  places, or issues in society. It is critical that we come to a specific  
  prayer focus (like an army general strategically takes a hill) during  
  these times of intercession. As Nehemiah led the remnant of Israel to  
  build the wall, he was very strategic. While they labored, he said  
  “wherever you hear the sound of the trumpet, rally to us there. Our  
  God will fight for us” (Nehemiah 4:20). Similarly, we want to rally to the 
  prayer focus that the Lord is highlighting. There is power in agreeing  
  prayer. Jesus tells us that if “that if two of you shall agree on earth as  
  touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my  
  Father which is in heaven” (Matt.18: 19). Remember that we always  
  pray to win. 
 
 D. Praying the Word. It is important and very helpful to pray from the  
  scriptures themselves. When tempted by the Devil, Jesus resisted him  
  by speaking the Word back to him under the unction of the Holy Spirit  
  (Matt. 4:1-11). The apostle Paul said, “For though we walk in the flesh, 
  we do not war according to the flesh. For the weapons of our warfare  
  are not carnal but mighty in God” (2 Cor. 10:3-4). It is powerless and  
  dangerous to war in prayer without our sword (Heb. 4:12; Eph. 6:17).  
  Speaking God’s Word back to Him also causes us to internalize the  
  Scripture. We never want to pray out of vain repetition, but rather out  
  of our living understanding of His Word. Jesus said, “If you abide in Me, 
  and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be 
  done for you” (Jn. 15:7).  
   
  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching 
  and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
  songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. (Colossians 
  3:16) 
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 E. Interceding for Justice. Jesus gives a parable in Luke 18 emphasizing 
  the power of persistent and persevering prayer. As watchmen on the  
  wall, our objective is to yoke ourselves to His heart as we stand in the  
  gap on behalf of the land and humbly cry out for mercy (2 Chr. 7:14;  
  Ez. 22:30). We are contending for the Lord’s brand of justice (making  
  the wrong things right) and revival to be loosed in every sphere of  
  society.  
 
  And shall God not avenge His own elect who cry out day and  
  night to Him, though He bears long with them? I tell you that He 
  will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man  
  comes, will He really find faith on the earth? (Luke 18:7-8) 
 
 F. Praying for the Church. Almost every apostolic prayer in the New  
  Testament is directed toward a local church. It is important that we  
  pray for the church in the different cities rather than simply praying for 
  the lost in the different cities because it is through the church that the  
  lost get saved and discipled. It is pivotal that we pray for God to anoint 
  the church and raise up messengers (five-fold). We focus on God’s  
  power rather than man’s problem.  
 
 G. Rapid Fire Prayer. We feel it is also important to provide opportunities 
  for others in the room to pray corporately, so that we become a people 
  who pray rather than just listen to a person who prays. At certain points 
  during our prayer watch, the prayer leader will announce that the  
  microphone is open for corporate intercession, also known as “rapid fire 
  prayer.” As the Lord places a particular burden on your heart, feel free 
  to come line up behind the prayer leader, and he/she will delegate the  
  microphone.  Please keep the prayers 5-10 seconds if possible for the  
  sake of time. 
 
 H. Prayer with Music. Prayer is labor and warfare, and it must become  
  enjoyable in order for it to be sustainable. Ancient military leaders often 
  used music to inspire the army before battle. King Jehosophat set the  
  singers and musicians ahead of the army, and the Lord set ambushes  
  against the enemy as they began to praise and sing (2 Chr. 20:21-22). 
  The Prophet Elisha used music to help him prophecy (2 Kings 3:15). In 
  heaven, the Lord  surrounds Himself with music (Rev. 4-5) because He  
  is musical; therefore, we are musical. The music around the throne is in 
  response to His glory and beauty. We want to model what is actually  
  going on in the throne room of heaven. Sure it may not be as glorious, 
  but our desire is to enthrone Jesus on our new songs of praise and  
  adoration (Ps. 22:3). Music is also a powerful tool that tenderizes our  
  hearts in love and unites us in truth that we “may with one mind and  
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  one mouth glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom.  
  15:6).  
 
 I. Spirit of Prayer and Prophecy. These terms can simply mean: us  
  talking with God and God talking with us. We always ask for the Lord to 
  anoint us with a spirit of prayer and prophecy to be upon us as we  
  watch, so that we might connect with what is really burning in the heart 
  of Christ (Zech. 12:10; Rom. 8:26-27; Rev. 19:10). 
 
 J. Small Group Ministry. We always want to make time to pray for the  
  hurting and the sick who are in the room. At certain times, the prayer  
  leader will invite individuals in the room to gather in small groups (2-3) 
  to pray for one another. Groups can also continue praying for a   
  corporate burden. Every born-again believer is invited to be on Jesus’  
  ministry team, and we believe more happens when the church prays for 
  one another. 

 
 K. Meeting Structure. We have set leadership and structure in place in  
  order to eliminate confusion and help us cooperate with the leading of  
  the Holy Spirit. Each prayer watch usually takes on one of two different 
  forms: Intercession or Worship with the Word. The purpose of the  
  structure is to help us focus during our times of prayer and to keep us  
  “looking at Him.” We want the atmosphere of the prayer room to always 
  be one that draws people into the throne room of Jesus Christ.   
  Intercession is simply telling God what He tells us to tell Him. Worship  
  with the Word is agreeing with who God is and what He says. 
 
  1. Intercession: Intercession sessions are usually energetic as the 
   room is invited to engage in corporate prayer. There is generally a 
   specific prayer focus, and individuals in the room are welcome to 
   pray on the microphone for a corporate burden, which may  
   involve our specific region or believers worldwide. There are also 
   times of small group prayer for those who wish to participate. 
 
  2. Worship with the Word: Worship with the Word is a prayer  
   format in which we agree with God’s heart as we sing the biblical 
   truths of who God is and what His promises are. It has been  
   called a “singing Bible study.” These sessions are more devotional 
   in nature, providing an atmosphere conducive to reading the Bible 
   and entering into contemplative or devotional prayer. 
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III. WHY SHOULD THE PRAYER ROOM BE ORGANIZED? 
 
 A. It's important for the prayer room to be organized, so there is no  
  confusion for leaders and participants. We believe God works through  
  anointed leadership and this allows "freedom in the Spirit.”   
 
 B. We believe perfect order and perfect freedom coexists under the   
  supreme leadership of the Holy Spirit. We want to facilitate the prayer  
  room with excellence, so that we can all keep our eyes on Jesus. 

 
IV. CLOSING REMARKS 
 
 A. Worship and prayer must always be God-Centered or it’s not worship  
  and prayer. It must be about connecting with God. The goal in all of our 
  infrastructure is to keep it simple and keep it focused on Him. It is not  
  about doing “our thing” but it’s about setting your face to seek this One 
  Thing (Ps. 27:4). 
 
 B. Don’t allow prayer to become routine, but come each time expecting  
  God to move. Faithful prayer is empty if it’s not full of faith.  
 
 C. No amount of organization or methodology can replace the leading and 
  inspiration of the Holy Spirit that comes as we simply wait on Him. This 
  structure is never meant to take the place of the Holy Spirit, but rather 
  cooperate with His leadership.  
 
 

“Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being 
watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the 

saints.” –Eph. 6:18 
 

“And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in 
the breaking of bread, and in prayers.” –Acts 2:42 

 
“Come and let us build the wall of Jerusalem, that we may no longer be a 

reproach.” –Nehemiah 2:17 
 

“Nevertheless we made our prayer to our God, and because of them we set 
a watch against them day and night.” – Nehemiah 4:9 

 
“Therefore I positioned men behind the lower parts of the wall, at the 
openings; and I set the people according to their families, with their 

swords, their spears, and their bows.” –Nehemiah 4:13 


