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The Book of Romans: Part 1 
Foundations of Holy Passion 

 
I. AN INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF ROMANS 
 
 A.  In this book, Paul records the most systematic presentation of doctrine 
  in the Bible. He knows that sound theology, or a right view of God and  
  His salvation, will rightfully produce the fruit of love, gratitude and  
  unquenchable passion for Jesus Christ in the life of the believer. 
 
 B. We are living in the days where many do not endure sound doctrine,  
  but rather they are more interested in having their ears fed with fables 
  that contribute to their happiness not their holiness. We no longer  
  recognize our need for God, nor do we show any concern for our soul or 
  the souls of those around us. 
 
  Preach the word!...For the time will come when they will not  
  endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires,  
  because they have itching ears, they will heap up form   
  themselves teachers; and they will turn their ears away from the 
  truth, and be turned to fables. (2 Tim. 4:2-4) 
 
 C. How do we avoid this crisis? We must become lovers of truth who learn 
  to endure sound doctrine. We must graduate from the bottle and eat  
  the solid meat of God’s Word. There are too many believers that have  
  been babes in Christ for decades because they aren’t disciplined or  
  hungry enough to sit and hear His Word (through personal or corporate 
  study). 
 
 D. Romans is not merely a book of doctrinal facts, but it is a book that is  
  intended to bring renewal to our minds until our hearts are transformed 
  with holy passion (Rom. 12:2). 
 
  …they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge.  
  (Rom. 10:2) 
 
II. THE GOSPEL BRINGS GLORY TO GOD AND GRACE TO MAN 
 
 A. The parable of the prodigal son is not only about a son who lost his  
  inheritance, but it is primarily about a father who lost his inheritance in 
  his sons. A foundational premise of the gospel is that God DESIRES us  
  as much as we NEED Him. We are sin-sick in need of His grace for  
  salvation, and He is lovesick in want of glory from us! 
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 B. When we make the gospel solely about what we can get from God, we  
  tend to develop a distorted and selfish view of life that does little to  
  change us or the world around us. If the gospel you heard hasn’t  
  changed your life, then I must question if that gospel was from Christ  
  (2 Cor. 11:4). 
 
  For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power 
  of God to salvation for everyone who believes. (Rom 1:16) 
 
III. A SIMPLIFIED OUTLINE OF ROMANS 
 
 A. Romans 1-11 is theological and Romans 12-16 is practical. Like a  
  master builder laying the foundation of a house, Paul gives us the truths 
  that should undergird the life of every believer. He equips us with the  
  helmet of our salvation, and then he tells us how to use it.   
  
 B. He gives us the perfect one, two combo of the gospel that includes the 
  wrath and goodness of God, the mercy and justice of God, the   
  wisdom and power of God, and the sovereignty and love of God all  
  working together to bring us into an eternal relationship with Him,  
  displaying His righteousness for all to see. 
 
  Therefore consider the goodness and severity of God…(Rom.  
  11:22) 
 
 C. The theme of Romans is God’s righteousness and its power in our lives 
  (Rom. 1:16-17).  
 
  16…the gospel of Christ…is the power of God to salvation [from  
  the penalty and power of sin]…17 For in it the righteousness of God 
  is revealed from faith to faith. (Rom. 1:16-17)  
 
 D.  Romans 1-8 is the most complete presentation of the gospel of grace.  
  In Romans 1-4 Paul establishes that all men are guilty and unable to  
  save themselves. First he sums up the gospel (Rom. 1:16-17), showing 
  how all people are guilty before God (Rom. 1:18-3:20), and then  
  explains how sinful people can be justified (Rom. 3:21-31) and walk in 
  victory (Rom. 5-8).  
 

o Romans 1:18-32: The immoral person is guilty before God without 
Jesus  

o Romans 2:1-16: The moral person is guilty before God without Jesus  
o Romans 2:17-3:8: The religious person is guilty before God without 

Jesus   
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o Romans 3:9-20: All people are guilty before God; this is the doctrine 
of our sinful depravity.  

o Romans 3:21-31: God’s solution is to provide us with the free gift of 
righteousness  

o Romans 4:1-25: Salvation by faith is illustrated in the life of two 
famous Jewish fathers: Abraham, who lived before the law of Moses, 
and David, who lived after the law of Moses.  

 
 E. The fact of man’s sin and depravity (Rom. 3:9-20) is ignored by some. 
  It is manifest in our sinful speech (3:13-14) and deeds (3:15-16),  
  proving that all are sinful (3:17-18). Paul emphasizes the doctrine of  
  depravity (3:19) to show that all are guilty before God (3:20). We  
  realize the full meaning of grace when we understand that our   
  sinfulness deserves God’s wrath. Many agree that all have sinned, but  
  the phrase “No one’s perfect” reveals the widespread shallow view of  
  sin.  
 
IV. RESTORING THE JOY OF OUR SALVATION (PS. 50-51) 
 
 A.  Psalm 50 gives us a vivid picture of the majesty of our God who is  
  coming to punish all that gets in the way of His love and glory, that all  
  the earth will know He is the Bridegroom, King and Judge over all the  
  earth with the rightful authority. 
 
 B. Immediately following this, Psalm 51 gives us insight into the mercy of 
  our God who brings salvation to the contrite heart. King David, who is  
  well aware of his sin, ascribes his plea for mercy, that the Lord would  
  restore the joy of His salvation. 
 
 C. We must walk through the storm of His majesty to fully appreciate the  
  beauty of His mercy. It is only through this lens that we can experience 
  that joy of salvation, which will produce passion for His name. The  
  Apostle John witnessed this emerald rainbow of His mercy that encircled 
  the throne just beyond the storm of His glory (Rev. 4). 
 
The LORD reigns; let the earth rejoice; let the multitude of isles be glad! 
Clouds and darkness surround Him; righteousness and justice are the 
foundation of His throne. A fire goes before Him, and burns up His enemies 
round about. His lightnings light the world; the earth sees and trembles. 
The mountains melt like wax at the presence of the Lord of the whole 
earth. The heavens declare His righteousness, and all the peoples see His 
glory. (Ps. 97:1-6) 


