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The Message of the Cross: 
Knowing the Invitation at Hand 

 
I. REVIEW (BECOMING A NEW CREATION) 
 
 A. Paul makes this dramatic declaration about what happens in our  
  spirit the moment we believe on the Lord Jesus Christ (life   
  begins at conception). He says that we have literally become a  
  new creation in that we have freely received a righteousness  
  that can never be improved on.  
 
  If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things  
  have passed away...all things have become new...21that  
  we [our spirit] might become the righteousness of God. 
  (2 Cor. 5:17, 21) 
 
 B. The problem is that most believers still live according to their old 
  nature because of their un-renewed minds (Rom. 12:1-2). They  
  live completely void of the fact that they are a new creation and  
  never access the power of that truth (Beggar Analogy).  
 
 C. The prodigal son’s older brother (Luke 15:31) is an example of  
  this because although he had served his father for many years,  
  he never fully stepped into the relationship that he might   
  experience “all” his father had for him. 
 
 D. Many of us have grown up in the faith, yet we still relate to God  
  (if we even relate to Him at all) as a casual outsider. We have no 
  idea what has been made available to us (Grace) through the  
  cross.  
   
  Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on  
  us, that we should be called children of God! (1 Jn. 3:1) 
 
 E. My goal for this class is to free you from dead religion and   
  passionless Christianity by teaching you the message of the  
  cross. I aim to ignite a fiery love affair between you and Jesus  
  that will burn in your heart for ages to come. I want you to be  
  confident in your ability to proclaim the message of the cross  
  to others.  
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II. THE MESSAGE OF THE CROSS AWAKENS LOVE 
 
 So, as much as is in me, I am ready to preach the gospel to you 
 who are in Rome also. For I am not ashamed of the gospel of 
 Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who 
 believes…For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from 
 faith to faith…(Rom. 1:16-17) 
 
 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are 
 perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 
 (1 Cor. 1:18) 
 
 And do this, knowing the time, that now is high time to awake 
 out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when we first 
 believed. The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore 
 let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the 
 armor of light…Put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 
 provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts. (Rom. 13:11-14) 
 
 A. For all of eternity, we will look back at that moment when God  
  became a man, and though He lived a sinless life without   
  blemish or spot, He died a brutal sinners death on a cross for  
  one purpose: Love. (Read Doctor’s account of the Crucifixion)  
 
 B. God’s plan of redemption revolves around the tension of His  
  desire and our free will. How can a holy God redeem a sinful  
  people without violating His perfect justice? He fulfills this   
  through the cross (Rom. 3:26). 
 
 B. Luke 7:36-50 - Those who understand how much they’ve truly  
  been forgiven, despite the depths of their own depravity, will  
  love ferociously. 
 
III. THE GOSPEL INVITATION: “COME TO THE WEDDING” 
 

A. Matthew 22:1-14; Luke 14:16-24 
 
 B. The parable of the wedding feast was spoken by Jesus directly to 
  Jews who were the first ones called to enter into this new   
  covenant relationship with God, yet they were not willing to  
  come, making light of their glorious privilege. Thus they were  
  deemed unworthy because they were not willing. 
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 C. There are three primary groups of people in this parable: 
 
  1. Those that are unwilling to come because they have no  
   revelation of the invitation being offered to them (it is a  
   feast); therefore, they make excuses and settle for   
   temporal things (wealth, material, etc). 
  
  2. Those that want to enjoy all the benefits of the feast, but  
   they don’t want to let go of their former way of life. They  
   settle for living on the edges of a religious system without  
   ever stepping fully into their relationship with God in fear  
   of “missing out”.  
 
  3. Those that are willing to lay it all down in response to the  
   invitation that has been given to them. They don’t hesitate 
   to put off the old and put on the new, thus they experience 
   the enduring riches and lasting satisfaction that comes  
   from being in a burning covenant relationship with God. 
 
 D. People don’t go to hell because they do bad things. They go to  
  hell because they did nothing with Jesus. The sacrifice was made 
  (cross), the invitation (gospel) has been sent, so how will you  
  respond? 
 
 E. After Luke’s account of this parable, he continues to record the  
  words of Jesus, which I believe is indicative of how God expects  
  us to respond to the message of the cross: Read verses 26-33. 
 
 F. God’s love language is the cross. He is after people who are  
  willing to lay it all down for the sake of love, living the lifestyle of 
  the cross each and every day. 
 


