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The Promise of the Father: 
Understanding the Purpose of the Indwelling Spirit 

 
I. WHY DOES GOD WANT TO FILL ME WITH HIS SPIRIT 
 

A. Intimacy: He wants us to know who He is.  
 
B. We were made for fellowship and communion with a holy God. 

Inside of every human being, there is a God-shaped longing that 
can only be satisfied by Him.  

 
C. It is God’s jealous desire to not only dwell with us (Immanuel) 

but to dwell in us through His Spirit forever. 
 

1. Isa. 59:20-21 (The New Covenant Promise) 
2. Luke 12:49; 22:15; Jn. 17:24-26 (His Desire)  

 
 C. His plan of salvation is about so much more than helping   
  us escape hell or make heaven. He wants an eternal    
  companion full of His love who He can share His life with   
  (Jn. 17:3). We need the Helper to love Him rightly (Jn. 14:16). 
 
 D. The Holy Spirit is our direct line of access to the heart and   
  mind of God. He is our divine search engine by which we   
  can discover the deepest mysteries of His being. He wants   
  to be our chief source of entertainment and pleasure. 
 

1. 1 Cor. 2:10-16 (Knowing the deep things of God) 
2. Eph. 2:18 (All-Access Pass to the Throne Room) 
3. Eph. 5:18-19 (Being full of Him) 
4. Jn. 15 (Abiding in the Vine) 

 
 E. Identity: He wants us to know who we are.  
 
 F. When we are full of His Spirit, and we choose to walk in   
  His Spirit, we become confident, secure and satisfied in   
  who we are in Him. As we confess and believe His Word,   
  His Spirit renews our mind. 
 

1. Romans 8:14-17 (Sons and Daughters) 
2. 2 Cor. 1:22; Eph. 1:13-14 (Sealed; Signet Ring) 
3. 1 Cor. 3:16; 6:17-20 (God’s House) 
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 G. Impact: He wants the world to know who He is. 
 
 H. Throughout Scripture it is clear that initial evidence of the   
  baptism of the Holy Spirit is speaking in other tongues   
  (Acts 2). Although it seems silly and foolish, God set it up   
  this way to confound the wisdom of the wise. The tongue   
  is a powerful member according to the Bible, which cannot   
  be tamed, yet God uses this sign to demonstrate His desire  
  to inhabit the whole of our being. Out of the overflow of   
  our heart our mouth speaks. He fills us that we might be   
  witnesses of Him in all the world.  
 

1. Joel 2:28-29; Acts 2:4, 17-21 (Spirit Poured Out) 
2. Acts 1:8 (Power to Be His Witnesses) 
3. Rom. 5:5; Phil. 1:9-11 (Receiving His Love) 
4. Eph. 3:14-19; 5:1-2 (Walking in Love) 
5. Eph. 4:3-4; Ps. 133 (Unity of the Spirit) 

 
 I. The continued evidence of being full of the Spirit is the   
  presence of good fruit within (our character) and around   
  us (our words and deeds).  
 
  1. Gal. 5:16-26 (Walking in the Spirit) 
  2. Gal. 5:16-26 (Fruit of the Spirit) 
 
 J. God wants to give us spiritual gifts that we might bring   
  edification to the church (Rom. 12:3-8; 1 Cor. 12-14; Eph) 
 
II. JESUS, OUR BEAUTIFUL EXAMPLE  
 
 A. Matt. 3:11; Mark 1:7-8; Lk. 3:16; 4:1, 14; Jn. 1:33 
 
 B. Though He is both fully God and fully Man, He never lived   
  as though He was more than a man who depended fully on  
  the Holy Spirit. 
 
 C. The Holy Spirit came upon Jesus like a dove because He   
  was already the perfect resting place (the perfect roommate). He 
  comes upon us like fire to make us the perfect resting place  
  (renovation).  
 
 D. Jesus gave us a beautiful example about what it means to   
  have an intimate relationship with the Father through the   
  Holy Spirit (Jn. 17:21).  
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 E. The Holy Spirit affirmed Jesus of His identity as He heard the  
  voice of His Father say, “This is My Beloved Son; in You I am  
  well pleased” (Lk. 3:22). Before He ever performed a miracle or  
  did some great exploit, Jesus understood that He was pleasing to 
  the Father. He was firmly rooted in His identity as a Beloved  
  Son; therefore, He was not easily tempted or swayed. 
 
  Then Jesus, being filled with the Holy Spirit, returned  
  from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the   
  wilderness… (Lk. 4:1) 
 
  Then Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit… (Lk. 4:14) 
 
 F. He was then led by the Spirit into the wilderness to fast,   
  pray and be prepared to make an impact. God calls us to   
  live in the place of voluntary weakness, so that we would   
  learn to lean upon His strength. It’s in the wilderness   
  (Sermon on the Mt. Lifestyle) where we learn to walk in   
  the Spirit, live in the Spirit and access the power of the   
  Spirit. 
 
 G. Jn. 3:3-8 (Born of Water and Spirit) 
 
 H. Jesus offers grace to cleanse and anoint us. It is offered   
  freely to all who would RESPOND in faith, which includes   
  repenting of our sins and placing our trust or confidence in   
  Him. Water washes us but fire changes us.  
  
 I. If you haven’t already, what is stopping you today from being  
  baptized in His name and receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit? 
 
 
 


